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SPEAKERS

Inaugural session:

Urvashi Butalia is Director of Zubaan, a publishing company she set up in 2003. She co-founded India's
first feminist press, Kali for Women, in 1984. One of India's leading feminist thinkers and an important
figure in the Indian women's movement, her area of special interest is in oral history and Partition. Her
book, The Other Side of Silence: Voices from the Partition of India was published in 1998, has gone into
many language editions across the globe, and is considered a key text on the subject.

Born on 11 August 1963, François Richier graduated from the Institut d’Etudes Politiques (Institute of
Political Studies) and holds a degree in Law. He is an alumnus of the French National School of
Administration (1989-1991). After a training period in the French Embassy in Ethiopia (1989), he
commenced his diplomatic career on 1st February 1991, with a two-year stint as Under-Secretary, Asia-
Pacific Division, at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (1991-1993). He then served as Technical Adviser to
the Minister of Foreign Affairs (Asian and American affairs - 1993-1995), prior to being posted as First
Secretary in charge of strategic issues at the French Permanent Mission to the United Nations in New
York (1995-1999). Thereafter, he was posted at the Embassy of France in Berlin as Second Counsellor
(1999-2002), and then appointed Sous-Directeur (Director) of the Non-Proliferation and Disarmament
Division, Department for Political and Security Affairs (2002-2005) at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
Paris. He served subsequently as Deputy Under-Secretary of the same Department. In June 2007, he was
appointed Adviser for Strategic and Security Affairs at the Presidency of the French Republic. Mr.
François Richier was appointed Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of France to India on 17th

October 2011. He presented his credentials to H.E. President P.D. Patil on 1st November 2011.

Michael Steiner has been the Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to India since July 2012.
After finishing his Law Studies in Munich and Paris he entered the German Foreign Service in 1981. He
worked in Kinshasa, New York, Prague, Zagreb and Sarajevo before he became the German Ambassador
to the Czech Republic in 1998. Between 1998 and 2001 he was the Foreign and Security Policy Advisor to
the Federal Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany before he was appointed Special
Representative of the UN Secretary-General and Head of the UN Interim Administration in Kosovo. From
2003 to 2007 he served as German Ambassador to the United Nations in Geneva, from 2007 to 2010 as



German Ambassador to Italy and San Marino. Before his engagement in New Delhi he was the Special
Representative of the German Federal Government for Afghanistan and Pakistan from 2010 till 2012.

Session 1:

Mrinal Pande was born in 1946 in Tikamgarh. Her mother was the well-known Hindi author Shivani, and
her father, Shukdeo Pant was an important educationist. Mrinal was schooled in Nainital and graduated
from the University of Allahabad where she studied Sanskrit, ancient Indian history and English
literature. She has also studied classical Hindustani (vocal) music under eminent Gurus, and art at the
Corcoran School of Art in Washington DC. Mrinal taught at the Universities of Allahabad, Delhi and
Bhopal before switching to journalism in mid 1980s. She has edited Hindi periodicals, Vama and
Saptahik Hindustan, and anchored the Hindi news on Star News and Doordarshan. In 2000, she became
India’s first woman Chief Editor of a multi-edition Hindi daily Hindustan. She was also the Secretary
General of the Editors’ Guild of India and the founder President of the Indian Women’s Press Corps. She
was a member of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and the National Board for Film Certification.
Mrinal was also a member of the group that prepared Shramshakti, India’s first documentation of the
status and lives of women workers in the unorganized informal sector, which was published in 1989.
After her retirement in 2009, Mrinal was appointed Chairman of India’s national broadcaster, Prasar
Bharati. She was awarded the Padmashree in 2006 for her services in the field of journalism. She writes
in both Hindi and in English and her work includes fiction, plays and essays on contemporary India and
its women and a study of India’s rural women and their sexual and reproductive lives.

Geneviève Fraisse is a philosopher and Director for Research at the National Centre for Scientific
Research (CNRS, France). Her work deals with epistemology and politics about genealogy of democracy,
concepts of emancipation and philosophical problematisation of sex/gender debate. She is the author of
numerous publications, notably, La Fabrique du féminisme, Textes et entretiens (2012); A côté du
genre, sexe et philosophie de l’égalité (2010); Les femmes et leur histoire (1998, 2010); Le privilège de
Simone de Beauvoir (2008); Du consentement (2007); Les deux gouvernements: la famille et la cité
(2000, 2001), Muse de la raison, démocratie et exclusion des femmes en France (1989, 1995) and also
published by Chicago Press in 1993.

Prof. Dr. Ute Klammer was born in 1964 in Cologne and teaches political science at Duisburg - Essen
University. Since 2008 she has been the university´s prorector for Diversity Management. She was the
head of a body of experts which wrote the first report on gender equality for the German federal
government. Prof. Klammer is a well known public voice on gender issues.

Urvashi Butalia
See above

Session 2:

Vrinda Grover is a lawyer, researcher and human rights activist based in Delhi. Her work probes
impunity of the State for human rights violations. She has been involved in the drafting of laws relating
to human rights, women’s rights and social justice and with human rights mechanisms at the United
Nations. She is a member of the UN Women India Civil Society Advisory Group; Bureau member of South
Asians for Human Rights (SAHR); and an independent expert with the Working Group on Human Rights
in India and the UN (WGHR). She is currently a Fellow at Teen Murti.



Essayist, journalist, editorial writer, filmmaker, Caroline Fourest is the co-founder and an editor-in-chief
of the feminist, anti-racist magazine Prochoice since 1997. Caroline Fourest specializes in the study of
extremist movements and more particularly fundamentalist. She has written numerous works about the
far right, fundamentalism, multiculturalism and universalism, some of which have been translated into
English and Arabic, and have won her several awards. As a journalist, she regularly contributes to Charlie
Hebdo and is a regular columnist with Le Monde and France Culture. She has taught courses on
multiculturalism and universalism in the Faculty of Political Science, Paris, and is a member of the
advisory board for the Anne Lindh Foundation for dialogue between cultures. She has made several
films such as Virgin Fully Qualified Teachers in 2008, The Battle of Human Rights in 2009, Small Soldiers
Against the Abortion in 2011, and most notably Marine Le Pen: The Heiress in 2012. Along with Nadia El
Fani, she directed Our Breasts, Our Weapons (2013) and made a series of four documentaries entitled
Extremist Networks.

Brigitte Triems was born in 1940 and is a German interpreter and political scientist. She held various
honorary offices including being General Secretary of the Women's International Democratic Federation
(WIDF) and the Vice Chair of the National Council of German Women's Organizations. Until 2012 she
was the president of the European Women’s Lobby (EWL). Since 2010 she is a member of the Experts’
Forum of the European Institute for Gender Equality.

Kalyani Menon-Sen is a feminist researcher and activist who has been working for over twenty-five
years on issues of women's rights, particularly the impacts of neoliberal economic policies on women.
She has contributed to critiques of urbanization policies in India and is closely involved with struggles
against eviction and dispossession of the working poor in Delhi. She has written and campaigned on
issues of violence against women, particularly state violence and its linkage with economic policies.
Kalyani is a member of Women Against State Repression and Sexual Violence (WSS), an independent
platform of feminist activists.

Session 3:

Shoma Chaudhury is Managing Editor, Tehelka, a weekly newsmagazine widely respected for its
investigative and public interest journalism. Earlier she had worked with The Pioneer, India Today, and
Outlook. In 2000, she left Outlook to join Tarun Tejpal, and was among the team that started
Tehelka.com. When Tehelka was forced to close down by the government after its seminal story on
defence corruption, she was one of four people who stayed on to fight and articulate Tehelka's vision
and relaunch it as a national weekly. Shoma has written extensively on several areas of conflict in India –
people vs State; the Maoist insurgency, the Muslim question, and issues of capitalist development and
land grab. She has won several awards, including the Ramnath Goenka Award and the Chameli Devi
Award for the most outstanding woman journalist in 2009. In 2011, Newsweek (USA) picked her as one
of 150 power women who “shake the world”. In May 2012, she won the Mumbai Press Club Award for
best political reporting and in 2013, the Italian Ernest Hemingway Lignano Sabbiadoro Award for
journalism across print, internet and broadcast media.

Martha Crawford-Heitzmann has been Senior Executive Vice President, AREVA Research, Development
and Innovation since March 2011. She is a member of AREVA's operational Committee, and of the
Science and Ethics Committee. She holds a doctorate degree in Environmental and Chemical Engineering
from Harvard, and an MBA from the Collège des Ingénieurs. She began her career in 1990 as Advisor to
the General Manager of the Republic of the Marshall Islands’ Environmental Protection Authority. From
1993 to 1999, she held various positions within the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank



related to environmental infrastructure and technology in Southeast Asia. From 1999 to 2007, she was
Principal Administrator, Environmental Performance and Information Division, at the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). From 2007 to January 2011, she was Group Vice
President, Research & Development for the Air Liquide Group. She is member of the Comité
d’Administration of CEA, CNRS, SFEN and AREVA Med.

Andrea Lindlohr is a Member of the State Parliament in Baden-Württemberg, Germany. She has studied
Political Science and Sociology and worked as a parliamentary consultant on economic and financial
issues from 2006. Presently Mrs. Lindlohr is the vice chair of her parliamentary group "Die Grünen" and
a member of the Economic and Financial Committee. Along with her party agenda she supports the
quota for female representation on the boards of companies.

Pamela Philipose, who began her career with The Times of India, is presently director and editor-in-chief
of Women’s Feature Service (WFS), an agency mandated to highlight gender issues in media coverage.
Earlier, she was senior associate editor with The Indian Express, anchoring the edit page and writing
commentary on a range of issues, including those of conflict, politics, development and the media. She
was awarded the Chameli Devi Jain Award for Outstanding Woman Journalist in 1999 and the Zee-
Astitva Award for Constructive Journalism in 2007.

Closing session:

Najat Vallaud-Belkacem was born on October 4, 1977 in Beni Chiker, Morocco. She taught at the Paris
Institute of Political Studies from 2009 to 2011. She worked for a year as an aide to Congresswoman
Béatrice Marre. In 2003, she joined the Office of Mr Gérard Collomb, Mayor of Lyon, the third-largest
city in France. For five years, she served as project manager in charge of local democracy, fighting
against discriminations, and for citizens’ rights, and access to employment and housing. She was
assistant lawyer at a legal practice for the Conseil d’Etat, the French supreme court for administrative
justice, from 2000 to 2002. Since 2005 she has been a member of the National Committee of the
Socialist Party and member of the National Board of the Socialist Party in charge of societal issues from
2009 to 2012. She supports a more inclusive European Union and was appointed vice-president of the
European Movement, a transnational think-tank that promotes European integration. She holds a B.A in
Public Law. She graduated from the Paris Institute of Political Studies in 2000. In 2008, she became
General Councillor, Rhône, and Community Councillor for the Urban Community of Lyon. From 2008 to
2012 she served as Deputy Mayor of Lyon, in charge of events organization, Youth and Community
organizations. From 2004 to 2008 she served as Regional Councillor, Rhône-Alpes, and as Vice President
in charge of cultural issues. On May 16, 2012, she was appointed Minister for Women’s Rights and
spokesperson of the government.


