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French Ambassador to visit Gujarat, to boost cooperation in green cities, culture, 
design and education. 

 

 

The Ambassador of France to India, H.E. François Richier, will visit Gujarat on 14th and 15th 
October. He will focus on forward-looking cooperation projects in fields such as sustainable 
urban development, cultural exchanges and heritage conservation, and education and design.  
He will be accompanied by the French Consul General in Mumbai, competent for Gujarat.  

 

Note to editors: 

This is the second visit of the Ambassador, who already came to Ahmedabad on 3rd March 
this year, as Chief Guest of a first-of-its-kind musical performance associating grand sarod 
maestro Amjad Ali Khan and a French symphonic and electronic orchestra (“Ananta Opus 
195”). This concert was part of the 2013 “Bonjour India” Festival of France in India, in 
association with Alliance Française Ahmedabad. Over 2000 people attended the concert, 
which left a deep imprint. 

(You will find attached a list of the trips made by Ambassador Richier since January 2013: 
he has made 22 trips to 14 cities in 10 different states.) 

  

1) Sustainable urban development: inventing green cities for tomorrow 

- The Ambassador will engage with the Gujarat government, Gujarat Infrastructure 
Development Board and Dholera Special Investment Region Development Authority, as well 
as other officials. He will lead an important delegation of 15 French companies present in 
India and specializing in this sector.  

This area of Indo-French cooperation was identified as a top priority during President 
Hollande’s State visit to India in February. France and India signed a Cooperation MOU on 
urban development last June on the occasion of a visit to France of the Hon’ble Minister for 
Urban Development (GOI). The aim is to address the pressing demand for new sustainable 
urban infrastructures and meet the challenges stemming from an ever-growing urban 



population in the years to come. Among them, curbing carbon emissions through sustainable 
infrastructures will be essential to avert the consequences of climate change. Gujarat could 
become an important partner in this endeavour.  

 - Following discussions with Dr RK Pachauri of TERI, the Delhi-Mumbai Industrial 
Corridor Authority and the Gujarat Government, it has been decided to focus on the new city 
of Dholera, a greenfield project for 20 lakh dwellers, which could become a model for the 
future of urban India.  

The French delegation brings high-end technological solutions in water and sewage 
management and treatment, solar energy, digital planning and mapping, mass transportations, 
street lighting and furniture, etc. They are already cooperating with a number of Indian cities, 
such as New Delhi, Bengaluru, Mumbai, Nagpur, Hyderabad, Kolkata, etc.  

- The French participation in the Dholera project is part of a broader agenda for the months to 
come:  

Sustainable urban development will also be a major focus of the India-France Technology 
Summit (New Delhi, 23-24 October 2013). The event will be an opportunity for industry, 
research and innovation centres and higher education institutions to join forces to build a new 
chapter in the Indo-French technological partnership.  

Furthermore, the French Embassy and the Ministry for Urban Development (GOI) will 
organise in the months to come an Indo-French convention on green sustainable cities of the 
future, followed by a high level seminar on smart rapid mass transport solutions.  

(You will find attached a list of the French companies taking part in the delegation.) 

 

 

2) New routes for culture and education  

- H.E. François Richier will engage with the cultural and academic community in 
Ahmedabad and launch new projects.  

He will review existing and future culture and language projects with the President of the 
Board and the Director of the newly erected Alliance Française Ahmedabad, the hub of 
French cultural activities in Gujarat, with its branch in Baroda.  

He will inaugurate the new “Heritage Section” of the Alliance Française, which is aimed at 
developing cooperation to study and preserve the historical buildings and artefacts of Gujarat.  
The “Heritage Section” has already hosted an exhibition of historical documents on the ports 
of Gujarat and it is planning one on the restoration of old city buildings of Ahmedabad. 
Among upcoming projects the digitisation of archives of the French Consulate in Surat (17th 
to 19th century) is under consideration. These archives tell of the longstanding relation 
between France and Gujarat and life in old Surat, as seen by French envoys. The “Heritage 
Section” could become the host of this collection, and make it available to scholars and the 
general public.  

The inauguration will be followed by a reception in honour of culture-lovers, scholars and the 
French community in Ahmedabad.  

The Ambassador will also visit Mahatma Gandhi International School (MGIS), one of the 10 
best secondary schools in India, which allows students to take the international baccalaureate 
exam, and is supported by the “Mission Laïque” of France. He will meet with the Franco-
Indian education team led by Mr Pascal Chazot.      



- H.E. François Richier will also engage with the National Institute of Design (NID) in 
Ahmedabad. NID faculty and students have demonstrated outstanding expertise and talent in 
areas where France is one of the leading countries in the world.  

The French Ambassador wishes to explore new venues of cooperation with French designers, 
as well as design companies and institutions. He will present research and career 
opportunities with the French and outline the special measures in favour of Indian students, 
interns and alumni recently introduced by the French Embassy. He will also highlight the 
strong French participation in the NID Animation Film Festival “Chitrakatha” (23rd-27th 
October).  

The French Embassy and the “Indo-French Centre for Advanced Research” (“CEFIPRA”) 
will host the “Indo-French Engineering Design Conclave”, in cooperation with NID director 
and researchers (New Delhi, 20th-22nd October). It will be a platform for connecting 
researchers, designers and entrepreneurs.  
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Trips made by Ambassador Richier since the beginning of 2013 
 
Date Cities Themes high level meetings

04/01/2013 Mumbai economic relations

17/01/2013 Bangalore culture

17/01/2013 Chennai Culture

20/01/2013 Mumbai Culture

22/01/2013 Hyderabad Culture

06/02/2013 Bangalore Defense

25/02/2013 Sriharikota Space cooperation

26/02/2013 Chennai Higher education

03/03/2013 Ahmedabad culture

16/03/2013 Visakhapatnam Economic relations

22/03/2013 Bhopal culture, urban development, heritage CM

13/04/2013 Goa Economic relation, naval cooperation CM

06/05/2013 Chennai culture, economic relations, higher education

08/05/2013 Pondicherry urban development, French community, culture and education CM + Governor

09/05/2013 Karikal French community, education

17/05/2013 Dharamsala culture

31/05/2013 Goa urban development, culture, education CM

12/06/2013 Chennai culture, economic relations, higher education CM + Governor

27/07/2013 Gwalior defence, heritage

20/09/2013 Chennai economic relations

29/09/2013 Jaipur heritage and culture cooperation

30/09/2013 Mumbai economic relations, French community, higher education  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
French companies in the delegation 
 
ALSTOM 

- power generation, power transmission and rail infrastructure  
 
CITELUM 

- lighting, traffic management, and other urban electrical systems.  
 

DASSAULT SYSTEMES 
- 3D and Product Lifecycle Management (PLM) solutions.  
 

EGIS INDIA 
- engineering and consulting group specialised in transport infrastructure and systems (road, 

railway, air and urban), urban development, water and the environment.  
 

FONROCHE (PR GROUP) 
- solar energy (photovoltaic and solar thermal systems), biogas, geothermal and off-grid 

lighting systems.  
 

JC DECAUX 
- street furniture, billboard advertising and airport advertising  

 
LUMIPLAN 

- communication in cities, public transportation, sports and leisure facilities  
 

SOLAIREDIRECT 
- solar power 

 
SUEZ ENVIRONNEMENT 

- water and waste management  
 

SUNPOWER 
- solar energy 

 
SYSTRA 

- planning, engineering, design, program management, and construction management for 
transportation systems and their associated facilities 

 

THALES INDIA 

- aerospace, space, ground transportation, security and defense.  
 

VEOLIA TRANSPORT 

- public transportation 
 
 
 


