
Operation SERVAL in Mali – weekly update 
Launch of Operation SERVAL 

 
 
18 January 2013 
 
On January 11, 2013, at the request of the Malian authorities and the United Nations 
Organisation (UNO), France launched operation SERVAL in support of the Malian armed forces. 
Its aim is to rapidly stop the forward movement of terrorist groups towards the South of Mali, in 
coordination with the European Union Training Mission to Mali (EUTM Mali) and the African-
led International Support Mission to Mali (AFISMA), whose deployment it must facilitate. It also 
aims at ensuring the protection of civilians and foreign nationals. Ultimately, it is to enable the 
country to recover its territorial integrity and sovereignty. 
 
As of January 18, almost 2700 French troops are involved in operation SERVAL, 1800 of which 
are deployed in Mali 

 
The main tasks of the operation are: 
 

- to gather intelligence on the forward movement of terrorist elements; 
 

- to conduct air strikes against identified ground targets in order to halt the forward 
movement of terrorist groups and protect threatened populations; 

 
- to provide cover to the force in place in Bamako, which is building up;  

 
- and to ensure the safety of citizens. 

 
The build up of the French force is being conducted in three phases:  
 

- phase 1 consists in employing air power to stop the forward movement of the enemy, by 
the means of airstrikes by aeroplanes or helicopters; 

 
- phase 2 consists in deploying the ground force, with one combined arms battlegroup 

(GTIA: one infantry battalion with associated support and combat support elements) 
positioned in Bamako; 

 
- phase 3 consists in positioning one “sub-battlegroup” (SGTIA: combined arms force 

based on a half infantry battalion) in Markala, intended to block the advance of terrorist 
groups from the north; executing strategic airlift with the support of air assets from 
French as well as partner air forces; and deploying an African tactical headquarters. 

 
Resources committed to the operation include: 
 

Air assets: 3 Mirage 2000 D (all weather strike and close air support), 2 Mirage F1 CR (aerial 
reconnaissance), 4 Rafale (multirole combat) and 5 C135 tanker aircraft operating from 
N'Djamena air base in Chad or from Bamako; 



 
Land assets: 1400 troops, mostly grouped around Bamako, make up one Tactical 
headquarters (EMT) as well as one infantry S-GTIA provided by the French Elements in 
Chad (EFT): 21st Marine infantry Regiment (21ème RIMa) and 1st foreign cavalry regiment 
(1er REC), 1 armoured SGTIA from operation Licorne in Ivory Coast, provided by 
1st Hussar Parachute Regiment (1er RHP), 17th Parachute Engineer Regiment (17ème RGP), 
3ème RPIMa), 1 infantry S-GTIA from mainland France provided by 2ème RIMa and 1 
airmobile group (GAM) equipped with fifteen helicopters. Combat support, general support 
and logistics elements are currently being set up; 
 
Naval assets: Atlantic 2 maritime patrol aircraft, used for detection and surveillance; 
 
Medical Support Service assets: one advanced surgical unit in Bamako (since January 16);  
 
Special forces assets: one detachment is working in conjunction with the Malian armed 
forces. 

 
Several European and Western countries have pledged their support to the French forces in 
conducting strategic and logistic resupply. By January 18th, the assets employed to our benefit 
had been: 
 

- Belgium: 2 C-130 Hercules tactical airlift aircraft operating from Abidjan from January 
16 plus 2 medical helicopters; 

 
- Canada: 1 Boeing C-17 strategic airlift aircraft departed from Istres on 17 January. 

 
- Denmark: 1 C-130 in Bamako from January 17; 

 
- United Kingdom: 1 C-17 in Bamako from January 14; 

 
The AFISMA began the build-up of a tactical headquarters in Bamako. 
 

- Burkina Faso, Togo, Nigeria and Niger are preparing the projection of 4 battalions of 500 
men each. 

 
- On January 17, an infantry company of the Nigerian Army and an element of the 

Togolese army, with 250 personnel in total, have joined Bamako. 
 

- In addition, a company from the Chadian National Armed Forces (FANT) is deployed in 
Niamey, with 150 personnel in total. 

 
Summary of French air operations (French aircraft): 110 combat sorties were flown between 11 
and 18 January 2013, including 70 airstrike sorties, 10 of which by attack helicopters. They 
allowed the prosecution of nearly 70 targets in the vicinity of the towns of Konna, Lerré, 
Douentza, and Diabali Gao; 45 sorties were flown in support of the above; 30 intra-theatre airlift 
missions also took place. 
 



Following United Nations Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 2071, bilateral military 
cooperation between France and the ECOWAS countries has been strengthened. Notably, tactical 
and logistics training sessions have been conducted by French Elements in Senegal (EFS) in 
favour of Nigerian forces in December 2012. A Senegalese battalion is currently being trained by 
the EFS cooperation pole. 
 
On 17 January, the EU Council approved the launch of operation EUTM Mali, whose objective 
are to help improve the military capabilities and the effectiveness of Malian Armed Forces. 
France has been named framework nation, with Brigadier General Lecointre as Head of Mission. 
The principal aim of EUTM Mali is to train and to exercise the Malian Armed Forces as well as 
the Malian combat support and logistic support units. The overall strength of the mission is 
planned to reach 400 men. The first elements are expected by February. 


