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Environmental rehabilitation in Tansa river watershed, 

Thane District, Maharashtra 

 
Sukh Bhumi India Trust is a Non-Governmental organization registered in Thane, 
Maharashtra. 
The general objective of the project developed in the Tansa river watershed (Thane 
District) is to rehabilitate and protect the environment and the natural resources on a 
sustainable basis. 
Environmental conservation, in highly populated areas, can only be envisaged with 
active participation of the people and their awareness that their livelihood is linked, 
on a long-term basis, with the preservation of their environment. In this prospect, 
measures concerning the environment itself as well as the local population’s life have 
to be taken with a holistic approach and at different levels. 
Providing the people with means to lead a sustainable life goes through the various 
aspects of their daily life and resources, from their lands as well as from the 
environment. Consequently, various activities, including both environmental and 
socio-economic aspects, are conducted to achieve sustainability of life in rural areas: 
water management, education and farming training of villagers, environmental 
education in Government schools, and tree plantation in village surroundings. 
The project is conducted in the Tansa river watershed (Thane District, Maharashtra), 
at 90km North-East of Mumbai, in 29 villages-padas in an area of about 75km2. 
 

Site 
The Tansa river watershed’s environment is presently getting degraded at a high 
rate: the reserve forests are dwindling and getting degraded by over-harvest of forest 
produce, water shortage becomes acute from February onwards, and air and soil are 
polluted by the brick factories and other companies. There is a real need to involve 
the local population in the rehabilitation and conservation of the environment, as the 
watershed contributes to the supply of water for the area up to Mumbai (14%) as 
well as can be considered as one of the green areas of Thane District. 
The villages are mainly inhabited by tribal people. Most of them are farmers, owning 
fields of 1.5 to 5 acres, and Below Poverty Level. The illiteracy rate is about 60%. 
Many of these farmers just cultivate during the monsoon season, and leave their land 
fallow during the dry season, for lack of water and proper agricultural training. 



Awareness about the environment and the understanding of the direct link of its 
quality on their life and livelihood is lost. Traditional knowledge of forest products 
and their medicinal values is disappearing fast for lack of interest from the younger 
generation. Environmental education is almost inexistent at school, due to lack of 
knowledge and interest from the teachers. Students therefore make no connection 
between the environmental concepts and their daily life. 
 

Water management programme 
Aiming at supplying water for daily life and farming activities, water management 
systems have been established in villages and schools. 
Dam in one village, recharging the nearby well 
Rainwater harvesting tank in one village 3 spring catchments and their recharge 
system 2 Ponds: supply of water for agriculture & recharge of underground water 
Rainwater harvest and distribution systems in 36 schools Implementation on waste-
water use & recharge systems for wells & bore wells 

 

Education and farming training programme 
27 Self-Help groups (330 farmers – 216 women & 114 men), supported by Sukh 
Bhumi, serve as platform to give farming training and education with orientation 
towards organic farming. Women Self-Help group  
 

 
                     Training on rice cultivation                        Women Self-Help group 



 
Kitchen garden 

 
Environmental education in Government schools 
- Increase of knowledge on ecology and science 
- Development of skills and increase of self-confidence 
- Betterment of overall scholar results 
- Development of personality & sense of leadership 
- Link of school teaching and farming life through the farming activities and kitchen 
garden 
- Connection to the environment through their daily life & awareness of its 
importance. 

Tree plantation 
Sukh Bhumi’s activities are contributing to the betterment of the villagers’ life by 
giving them the opportunity, through training, to increase their cultivation output 
and their livelihood. Women, earning their own income, get empowered. This brings 
changes that are based on the villages’ own capacities and hence are sustainable. 
Water management and tree plantation are participating to the improvement of the 
villages' environment and potential for sustaining farming life, enhancing the 
chances for villagers to earn from their land and stay in the area. 
Students, through the weekly sessions, increase their knowledge on environment and 
skills, as well as develop self-confidence. They also develop their sense of 
responsibility and leadership that will ultimately make them active participants in 
their village life and in the conservation of their environment. 
Plantation of multi-purpose local species to enrich the villages’ surroundings and 
provide for daily life needs. 
 
 
 


